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ALUMN-WHAT?

In 1645 John Evelyn introduced the Latin word alumni into his diary,
and it seems to have stuck. The problem is that until about World War
II, people who went to college had studied Latin and knew the
“correct” forms of the word. These days, there’s a problem.

One male person is an alumnus. One person who is female is an
alumna. More than one female alumna are called alumnae
(pronounced in today’s English “ullum mee”). More than male or a
mixed group would be alumni.

The problem is that these days you're likely to hear anything, but most
often the confusion of the plural, as in “She’s an alumni.” As a
linguist, I know that such things may eventually become standard
English yet. Many people who know better are likely to draw
unfortunate conclusions about those who use the wrong form of
alumnus, -I, -s, -ae.

Of course, those who don’t want to bother to sort this all out can
always use the good old English word graduate, which also has the
advantage of not being gender specific.

~Richard Hankins, Ph. D.
Director of the Writing Lab and Professor of English,
Baldwin-Wallace College
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This is why as a Christian women’s group we use the term “alumnae” instead of “alumni.”  Using the term “alumni” would suggest that there are men who have taken Degree of the Rose.











