Do ALL the Good You Can…
John Wesley, founder of the Methodist denomination, once said, “Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, at all the times you can, to all the people you can, as long as you ever you can.” 
When I consider the literal interpretation of this quote, I find it quite overwhelming. How can I possibly do all the good? Sometimes it seems like I don’t have time to do any of the good, let alone all of it. But through prayer and study of God’s word, spoken through the Bible, sermons, and music, I started to interpret this in a different way. 
As women, we often fall into the trap of doing it all. We are students, employees, employers, mothers, daughters, sisters, wives, girlfriends, homemakers, and servants of Christ - all rolled into one. We live in a world that often sees us as responsible for all the good. Now, don’t get me wrong. I am blessed with a husband and son who try to do their part. They don’t ever intentionally tell me that it is all my job, but often it doesn’t get done if I don’t do it. So, you can understand why the idea of doing “all the good” could be slightly overwhelming.
But then, I thought about the way that Wesley ended his call to action – with the words “you can”. For me, this totally changes Wesley’s statement from impossible to inspiring. There is an often used quote that says, “No one can do everything, but everyone can do something” that comes to mind. When Wesley penned these words, he wasn’t saying that God expects one person to do all the good. But, he was saying that God expects each person to do all the good that he or she can. To me, this means that everyone is called to do something different, according to the gifts he or she has been given. Consider passages of scripture that talk about spiritual gifts (1 Corinthians 12 and 14). The scriptures focus on two aspects of these gifts. First, no one person has them all and not everyone has the same number of gifts. But, each person is called to use whatever gifts he or she has been given. Second, in the body of Christ all of the gifts that are needed have been provided according to God’s plan. If a gift is needed, someone has it. To me, this shows even more clearly the importance of spending time together with other believers. As sisters in Kappa Phi, we have the opportunity to worship, study, serve, and fellowship with one another as we all seek to do “all the good” as one body in Christ.  
Finally, this idea of “doing all the good you can” is about action. Notice that Wesley began with a verb – “do”. He didn’t say think about all the good you can. He didn’t say talk about all the good you can. He didn’t say plan and save up for all the good you can. He said, very directly, “Do all the good you can”. Now, certainly John Wesley was no more perfect a person than am I, but I don’t think that his call to action is really all that different from many of the “calls to action” that God has given us in His word. Consider this, God did not give Moses the 10 Suggestions nor did Jesus talk to his disciples about the Greatest Hypothetical. God is not in the habit of making suggestions or dropping hints. He is in the habit of giving us commands and directives. When Jesus spoke to the disciples after his resurrection, he did not say, “think about what you have seen” or “make plans”. He said, “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age” [Matthew 28:19-20].   
We, as Christian women and sisters in Kappa Phi, are called to do just this. We are called to act on our faith. We have spent time learning the rules and planning to respond to God’s call. Now we are called to go forward and be instruments of God’s love and mercy in the world. We are God’s hands and feet and it is time to put those hands and feet into action for God’s holy purpose.
