Pointing People to Faith
By: Caitlin Porter

I’m going to admit, I love baseball.  I enjoying watching it on TV, but I absolutely love going to baseball games.  The energy, the cheering, the man walking up and down the aisles yelling out my favorite treat, “lemon chills, get your cold frozen lemon chills.”  Let’s just say, I’m like a little kid at Christmas at a baseball game - - don’t even get me started about the fireworks!!  OMGoodness.  But what does baseball have to do with pointing people to faith???


A couple years ago I was heading to a Friday night game.  I did the normal routine, park my car downtown, climb up what feels like a ba-zillion steps, and walk to the front gates to pick up my tickets.  Only this time, there was a gentleman sitting on the ground with a sign asking for money for food.  My first response was a heavy heart, because I knew there was a story that went with the unfortunate situation of being homeless and broke.  My second response that night was to walk past him and keep talking to my friends, but then I had a quick third response.  Stop talking to my friends, and offer what little cash I had to this gentlemen.  Okay – so I supported this man financially for a few moments but what I didn’t do was support him spiritually.  


Opportunities arise all the time, there is a time to walk away and a time to stop and listen.  A time to give a message and a time to show someone love.  I will say I am disappointed in my actions that day...I look back now knowing that the money was fluff.  What that gentleman needed that day was probably someone to treat him like a human being, to take a moment to say “hello” and listen to his story, maybe even share about our awesome Creator.  

Have you ever felt the tug at your heart to speak the Truth to someone, but you didn’t?  Have you ever wondered how to start a conversation about God with someone you didn’t know?  Or maybe it’s the other way around, you know someone so well but yet you can’t imagine holding a deep conversation about who God is in your life.  Last year, my church went through a study using the book Just Walk Across the Room by Bill Hybels.  Bill talks about Jesus’ walk – how Jesus stepped down from heaven to bring hope and salvation to “broken people living in a fallen world.”  We can work to be like Jesus through our connection with the Holy Spirit – and understanding the discernment to walk, talk, and listen.  


What’s fabulous about this tool – this book of learning – is that its not about walking up to someone and rattling off all the Bible verses you know.  Its about developing friendships, discovering the stories of those you are trying to reach, and to discern what you should do next.  Think about the Parable of the Sower (Please read Luke 8:1-15).  The seeds that fell on the path, the rocky ground, or among the thorns did not thrive – the word did not stay in them.  It was the seeds that fell upon good soil that retained the word of the Lord.


If you are going to be a person standing on good soil, speaking to others, you need to develop that friendship.  You need to discover who that person is so that when the time comes (if the Holy Spirit leads you) to share your faith, that person will hear the Truth and be standing on good soil.  
Prayer:

Father God, You are holy and so awesome beyond my own recognition.  Thank you for sending Your son, Jesus, to show the world how we can share the message of You.  Please let me see more of You and less of me.  Help me to discern when I need to walk, talk and listen.  You know the needs of all people and I pray that I may do Your will and speak Your truth.  I love you.  Amen.

Notes:

Just Walk Across the Room by: Bill Hybels is a study that looks at the following areas:

The Single Greatest Gift

· The Ultimate Walk Across the Room

· The Way to Sustain Evangelism

Living in 3D

· Develop Friendship

· Discover Stories

· Discern What to Do Next

The Power of Story

· Your own before-and-after

· God’s Good News

· Lessons from the Master

….and then there’s more!!  It’s a study that can be done as a whole sisterhood with small discussion on each chapter or done as a small group throughout a quarter/semester.  Prayerfully consider using this book in your study programming.

