Spiritual Gifts Study
Focus Verses/Chapters: 1 Corinthians 12

“Concerning Spiritual Gifts
1 Now about the gifts of the Spirit, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed. 2 You know that when you were pagans, somehow or other you were influenced and led astray to mute idols. 3 Therefore I want you to know that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. 

 4 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 5 There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6 There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work. 

 7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8 To one there is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10 to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues,[a] and to still another the interpretation of tongues.[b] 11 All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines. 

Unity and Diversity in the Body

 12 Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by[c] one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 14 Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many. 

 15 Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 19 If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, but one body. 

 21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!” 22 On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 24 while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has put the body together, giving greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 25 so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. 

 27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 28 And God has placed in the church first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, of helping, of guidance, and of different kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues[d]? Do all interpret? 31 Now eagerly desire the greater gifts.”

1 Corinthians 14 also contains information specific to a few gifts (speaking in and interpreting tongues and prophesy). However, it also discusses how some gifts given to one person require that the companion gift be given to another. For example, if one person is given the gift of speaking in tongues, there is another who is given the ability to interpret. The two gifts are not intended to exist exclusive of one another. 

Consider these passages of scripture that talk about spiritual gifts. The scriptures focus on two aspects of these gifts. First, no one person has them all and not everyone has the same number of gifts. But, each person is called to use whatever gifts he or she has been given. Second, in the body of Christ all of the gifts that are needed have been provided according to God’s plan. If a gift is needed, someone has it.

Scripture Reflection:

· What do these passages of scripture say to you about spiritual gifts in general? 
· What about how they relate to you as an individual?
· Are these gifts different from talents or abilities? How or why do you feel this way?

Personal Reflection/Application:

· What are your gifts? Have you ever participated in any activities to identify your spiritual gifts? 
· How are you currently using your gifts in your life? 
· Are there gifts that you are not currently using but feel called to use in the future? What is holding you back? 

Activity:

· Consider completing a Spiritual Gifts Inventory  - there are many available online for free or for purchase – and then discuss the results for each participant. 

· If you have a group that enjoys more hands-on, creative activities, consider providing materials for each person to create a “symbol” for their gift. 

· Also consider opportunities for service related to spiritual gifts. This could include participating in a service activity as a chapter or as individual members. 
· Consider bringing in a speaker or “resource” that could give more in-depth information about various spiritual gifts, identifying them, and/or helping others to identify their gifts. 
Additional Resources

These are just few online resources regarding spiritual gifts. Depending on the make-up of your chapter, you may wish to collect additional information from denominations represented in your group. Several of these websites contain online spiritual gifts inventory that you might want to use as part of your study, either by having participants complete them ahead of time and/or as “homework” or “follow-up” to your study. The following are provided as a starting point for resources that you might want to use:

http://mintools.com/gifts-list.htm 

This is a non-denominational website that includes scripture references and a collection of definitions of various gifts. 

The following websites are from various denominations of the Christian church. Most of them contain a collection of scripture references for spiritual gifts study and some include online “assessment” tools that can be completed for free. 

United Methodist Church:

http://www.umc.org/site/c.lwL4KnN1LtH/b.1355371/k.9501/Spiritual_Gifts.htm
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

http://www.elca.org/growing-in-faith/ministry/women-of-the-elca/all-our-resources/affirming-our-gifts/spiritual-gifts-discovery.aspx
Catholic Church (one possibility)
http://www.saint-mike.org/library/rule/excerpts/spiritual_gifts.asp
