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    of the Kappa Phi Club


We are delighted that you have shown interest in becoming a member of The Kappa Phi Club by taking the Degree of the Pine.  This handbook is designed to help you acquire important information you will need to know about Kappa Phi in order to become an active and growing member of our Christian sisterhood.  Additional information about The Kappa Phi Club is also available at www.kappaphi.org.


Please feel free to discuss anything you do not understand with your Pledge Coordinator or any other active member of Kappa Phi.  Remember, too, that your Sponsor or Associate Sponsor is more than happy to help you with your training as a pledge in The Kappa Phi Club.
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Kappa Phi Beliefs

The Philosophy of the Kappa Phi Club


Kappa Phi is a spirit.  It was born to unite young college women in a common purpose of strengthening their lives so that in everyday living they will be able to stand true to Christian principles.  Belief in Jesus Christ as the Son of God and perfect example for the children of God is the basic concept for which the Club stands.  Belief is also maintained that the young woman have both the obligation and the potential to become Christ-like.  Through strong friendship and the close ties of sisterhood, The Kappa Phi Club will help its members achieve the qualities of a Christian life.  To this end, all of the aims, purposes and activities of the Club are dedicated.  The result of such a program will prepare the members to be loyal and effective workers and leaders in the church throughout their lives.


Since becoming Christ-like is not a one step process, but a continual “growth toward,” human beings need to be in constant contact with that which will aid them in this growth.  Therefore, The Kappa Phi Club has a two-fold purpose: first, to educate and thereby enrich and deepen personal religious lives; and second, to educate in ways which will enable Kappa Phi’s to live their Christianity through church and community service.  The Kappa Phi Club strives always to help young women become “lights in the darkness.”

The Aim of The Kappa Phi Club

The aim of this organization shall be to provide a Christian sisterhood for university women which will promote the spiritual growth and active participation of each member in the church and community of today and tomorrow.

The Purpose of the Kappa Phi Club


The Kappa Phi Club is a Christ-centered organization for university women.  It provides an opportunity for, and challenges them to:


develop a deeper understanding of God, others, and self;


realize their individual potential;

be a supportive community;

be personally involved, active participants and leaders in the life of the Church;

commit themselves to positive action.

History of The Kappa Phi Club

The Kappa Phi Club is a national organization for university Christian women, founded, and the first chapter organized, in 1916 at the University of Kansas by Mrs. Gordon B. Thompson.  It was designed “to provide a wholesome religious environment so college women would not drift into indifferent church relations, but become a strong force of leadership in the future church”  (from The History of Kappa Phi).   Kappa Phi has chapters on state and church-related university and college campuses across the country.

In 1918, three chapters met in Kansas City to write a Constitution and establish a National Council of Chapters.  By 1926, 17 chapters had been established.  Rituals had been developed and The Kappa Phi Hymn and the slogan were adopted, pins designed, national dues established, and the Candle Beam authorized.  Alumnae groups had been formed.  Growth of the Club continued and by 1937 Kappa Phi chapters spread from West Virginia to California with 17,500 members in 25 chapters.

In succeeding years, the awarding of the silver LeSourd Efficiency Cup and the Thompson Trophy became part of Kappa Phi tradition.  The History of Kappa Phi was complied and provisions for 10 year supplements to the History were made.  The Constitution has been revised over the years to keep pace with changes in needs of the Club.  One of these changes in 1965 made the membership open to all those “who find interest and meaning in this Christian group” because so many women other than Methodist women were interested in the Club (from The Constitution of The Kappa Phi Club).  

The Kappa Phi Club, born in a Kansas Sunday School, is historically related to the Methodist Church.  It has served as a Christian sisterhood for hundreds of college women and provided valuable training to present day church workers at home and abroad.

Membership


Any woman attending a college where a chartered Kappa Phi Chapter exists and finds interest and meaning in this Christian group is eligible to apply for membership.


Membership shall be forfeited and the membership pin surrendered when a member is absent from more than three meetings during the year, unless excused because of:


illness;

working hours that interfere with attendance;

classes for credits that interfere with attendance;

any excellent excuse approved by the chapter’s executive committee.

Degrees of Membership


There are three degrees of membership that Kappa Phi members pass through:



The Degree of the Pine;



The Degree of the Light;



and the Degree of the Rose.


The Degree of the Pine marks the beginning of the pledge period and is conferred upon those meeting national requirements.  The pledge period serves three purposes:

1. to give each pledge the opportunity to become an active member by acquainting her with the purposes, responsibilities, history and activities of The Kappa Phi Club.

2. to provide an opportunity for the development of leadership and sisterhood among pledges and active members.

3. to develop an understanding of and dedication to the work of the Church and community through study and service so each pledge may value participating in The Kappa Phi Club.


The Degree of the Light marks the transition from the pledge period to the status of active membership.  This degree may be conferred upon those who have completed all membership requirements.  Sponsors and honorary members may also receive this degree.


The Degree of the Rose is celebrated when an active member becomes an alumna.  This degree may be conferred upon members in good standing who are leaving and active chapter due to graduation, transfer to a college or university without an active chartered chapter, or upon excellent recommendation by the chapter Sponsor.  


Legion of Light, a recognition of great honor, is bestowed upon Kappa Phi alumnae who have been nominated by their active chapter, and are in full-time, church-related vocations, or who carry out the ministry of the laity.

KAPPA PHI FACTS

MOTTO:

“Others”

SLOGAN:
         “I’d love to.”

PUBLICATION:
      Candle Beam

SYMBOLS
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THE PINE TREE: representing strength and leadership
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    THE LIGHTED CANDLE: symbolizing the 

living light of God in our lives.
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THE PINK ROSE: an expression of the love that   

unites us in the Kappa Phi sisterhood.

COLORS

BLUE OF THE SKY: 
representing truth.
GREEN OF THE PINE: 
representing loyalty.

PURE WHITE: 
representing purity.

Structure of The Kappa Phi Club

This section tells of the organization of The Kappa Phi Club on the local, Kora and National level.  We are a National Organization.  This section also tells of the active and alumnae chapters within Kappa Phi.

Local Organization


The government of the active chapter shall be in the hands of the cabinet that shall consist of the following required elected officers: sponsor, president, vice-president, pledge coordinator, secretary, treasurer and editor.  Other officers may either be elected or appointed as necessary.  

Korai Organization


Chapters are organized into geographical groups that meet at Kora Conferences in alternate years from the National Council of Chapters.


Official Kora Conference delegates elect officers who comprise each Kora Executive Committee.

Kora Divisions


The active Kappa Phi chapters are divided into Korai as follows:

ALPHA KORA

*Alpha ♦ University of Kansas ♦ Lawrence, Kansas ♦ 1916

Zeta ♦ University of Nebraska ♦ Lincoln, Nebraska ♦ 1920

*Gamma ♦ Iowa State University ♦ Ames, Iowa ♦ 1917

*Iota ♦ Kansas State University ♦ Manhattan, Kansas ♦ 1921
Theta ♦ Oklahoma State University ♦ Stillwater, Oklahoma ♦ 1920

Kappa ♦ Oklahoma University ♦ Norman, Oklahoma ♦ 1921

Alpha Eta ♦ Northeastern State University ♦ Tahlequah, Oklahoma ♦ 1943, 1993
Alpha Upsilon ♦ Oklahoma City University ♦ Oklahoma City, Oklahoma ♦ 1964

Beta Delta ♦ University of Central Oklahoma ♦ 1993

Beta Zeta ♦ Southwestern Oklahoma State University ♦ Weatherford, Oklahoma 

♦ 1995

Beta Theta ♦ Texas A & M University ♦ College Station, Texas ♦ 1999

GAMMA KORA

Epsilon ♦ The Ohio State University ♦ Columbus, Ohio ♦ 1919

Lambda ♦ Miami University ♦ Oxford, Ohio ♦ 1922

*Nu ♦ University of Michigan ♦ Ann Arbor, Michigan ♦ 1923

Phi ♦ Ohio University ♦ Athens, Ohio ♦ 1928

Alpha Gamma ♦ Bowling Green University ♦ Bowling Green, Ohio ♦ 1938

Alpha Pi ♦ Western Michigan University ♦Kalamazoo, MI ♦ 1954, 2007
Alpha Omega ♦ Ohio Northern University ♦ Ada, Ohio ♦ 1971

Beta Gamma ♦ Ohio Wesleyan University ♦ Delaware, Ohio ♦ 1989

Beta Iota ♦ Bradley University ♦ Peoria, IL ♦ 2002

ZETA KORA

Pi ♦ West Virginia University ♦ Morgantown, WV ♦ 1926, 2002
Alpha Zeta ♦ Mansfield University of Pennsylvania ♦ Mansfield, Pennsylvania 

♦ 1943

Alpha Kappa ♦ Pennsylvania State University ♦ State College, Pennsylvania ♦ 1948

Alpha Lambda ♦ Kent State University ♦ Kent, Ohio ♦ 1948

*Alpha Xi ♦ Baldwin-Wallace College ♦ Berea, Ohio ♦ 1952

Alpha Sigma ♦ West Virginia College ♦ Buckhannon, West Virginia ♦ 1959

*Alpha Chi ♦ University of Akron ♦ Akron University ♦ 1968

Alpha Psi ♦ Mount Union College ♦ Alliance, Ohio ♦ 1969

Beta Beta ♦ West Liberty State University ♦ West Liberty, West Virginia ♦ 1988

Beta Epsilon ♦ Bloomsburg University ♦ Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania ♦ 1993
*Beta Eta ♦ Edinboro University of Pennsylvania ♦ Edinboro, Pennsylvania ♦ 1997

(*Not currently meeting)
National Organization


The official legislative body of The Kappa Phi Club is the National Council of Chapters which meets every two years.  National Executive Board (NEB) Officers are elected by chapter delegates to the National Council of Chapters.


The National treasury is supported by active, pledge and initiate dues consisting of amounts approved by the National Council of Chapters.  Dues shall include a one-year subscription to the Candle Beam, our national publication.  Ten percent of the annual national dues support the work of the Kora divisions.


A tithe on the basis of, and in addition to, the national dues shall be given annually to a Christian Mission project.

DUES

Pledge Fees ♦ Must be paid before taking the Degree of the Pine.

Initiate Fees ♦ Must be paid before taking the Degree of the Light.

Active Dues ♦  Must be paid at the beginning of the school year in one sum or can be submitted in two payments during the year (one if the fall and one in the spring).  Collection time of Active dues depends on when you pledge and initiate.

Note:  The Pledge Coordinator will give the amounts for each fee, as each chapter fee is different over and above the national fee amount.

Program


Each year the National Executive Board selects a program theme to be developed and implemented by each chapter.  The theme is to be used throughout the four important Kappa Phi program areas discussed in the following section of the Handbook.  The program director and her committee are responsible for planning and implementing programs, with the assistance and enthusiasm of the entire chapter membership.


Kappa Phi programming facilitates growth through participation of every member in worship, study, service and fellowship (sisterhood).

WORSHIP


Worship is the celebration of God’s activity throughout history and in the present.  By and through worship, individuals acknowledge God in their lives by honoring and thanking God for gifts given to each person.  While worship at times may have a leader, the community assumes the role of participant rather than spectator.  Often, worship arises spontaneously as the community lifts up a concern, acknowledges its inability to change a situation, hears God’s Word for that time and accepts responsibility for being the Word, or joins in celebration of a joy.  Individual Bible readings, meditation, and prayer allow each individual to keep in touch with the source of Presence, which the community celebrates in worship.

STUDY


Study is the deliberate search for knowledge and understanding.  To be able to understand today’s world and the Christian Gospel, we must constantly be involved in active study.  Study may take place in small informal groups seeking solutions to a mutual concern, or in structured large group presentations.  In either case, the Christian, the Kappa Phi woman, assumes responsibility for personal growth through study by enabling and welcoming knowledge to become a part of self.

FELLOWSHIP (SISTERHOOD)


Fellowship, or sisterhood, provides the opportunity to grow together in Christ and in Christian living.  Through fellowship we celebrate each other’s uniqueness and are able to minister to each other’s needs.  Fellowship is recognized by the spirit of unity drawn from participation in a shared experience.  Through fellowship we strengthen our Kappa Phi sisterhood. 

SERVICE


Service is the act of carrying out our worship of God, the results of our studies, and the taking the Christian love and fellowship we experience beyond our personal existence to share it with others.  The mission of service challenges individuals and groups to fulfill their highest potential, the potential of complete personhood under the leadership of Christ.  In service, a Kappa Phi woman dedicates herself to fulfilling immediate needs of others as well as developing a sense of acceptance and self worth among all people regardless of their status or condition.  Service is our responsibility to the world.

Kappa Phi Jewelry Etiquette

THE PIN PLEDGE 


The following pledge is to be taken very seriously—its nature is solemn.

“I hereby pledge myself to be true to The Kappa Phi Club and the ideals for which it stands; and if, in the eyes of my sisters, I ever prove disloyal or inactive, I will for the sake of Kappa Phi, yield up my pin and my membership.”

THE PIN ETTIQUETTE

1. The official Kappa Phi badge, as described in the initiation service, is worn over the heart and above the pocket.

2. The official badge may be worn with attire in which the wearer feels she is an appropriate representative of the Kappa Phi Club.

3. Pin etiquette for the official badge also applies to the pledge pin.

4. The recognition pin, consisting of the Greek letters for “Kappa Phi” (ΚΦ), may be worn in place of the official badge or placed on the lapel of collar of a coat.

5. The Kappa Phi pin, whether purchased by the individual or the chapter, is always the property of the national organization.

6. If wearing another pin in addition to the official badge, the official badge should be worn higher than any other pin.
Social Networking Guidelines

The Kappa Phi Club acknowledges the popularity of social networking sites. Thousands to keep in touch and keep informed utilize Websites like Facebook and MySpace. They can even be used effectively as a recruiting tool. However, we ask that you engage in appropriate behavior whenever using Social Networking sites.

You are a member of a Christian organization, are a role model for other Christians and non-Christians, and are subject to public scrutiny. The National Executive Board encourages that you become sensitive to the information and pictures you post online. This information may lead to implications that adversely impact your personal safety, the preservation of personal character, the image and character of Kappa Phi, university policy and career advancement.

Examples of inappropriate or offensive behaviors
· Hazing

· Irresponsible use of alcohol

· Use of drugs

· Use of derogatory or offensive language

· Obscene or sexual behavior

Ask yourself if you would be embarrassed and/or compromised if your Kappa Phi friends, family or future employer saw the pictures ort text you post online BEFORE you submit it. . If the answer is yes, then you need to stop and consider the consequences before you hit “enter”.

Personal Safety

Anything posted online is available to anyone in the world. You may believe that this information is private and confidential – but as technology changes people find ways to access personal information. Text and photos posted become property of the site(s) and their use is completely out of your control the moment it is placed online.

Never post your home address, local address, phone numbers or other personal information. You could be a target of predators. People looking to harm you could use the information to identify you or gain your trust. They can also deceive you by pretending they know you.

Only add people as friends to your site if you know them in person.

Delete any unwanted messages or friends who continuously leave inappropriate comments. Set privacy so that people can only be added as your friend if you approve it. Set privacy so that people can only view your profile if you have approved them as a friend.

Implications of online information

As stated above, what you post online is NOT PRIVATE. Parents, teachers, coaches, employers, and admissions officers may go online and find out things about you – from your profile, or from someone else’s. Some people have lost internships, jobs, admission offers, and even scholarships because of information posted online.
Remember as a member of Kappa Phi you took the below pledge pin.

I hereby pledge myself to be true to Kappa Phi and the ideals for which it stands. And if, in the eyes of my sisters, I ever prove disloyal or inactive, I will, for the sake of Kappa Phi, yield up my pin and membership.

Local active chapter’s executive board and Sponsor in consultation with the National Executive Board will ask members to remove text and photos not meeting these guidelines.

Be smart and be aware. Your actions can lead to unpleasant consequences.
Kappa Phi Club Alcohol Policy

We would like to think that there is no need for a printed policy on alcohol as it relates to Kappa Phi active chapters.  We would like to believe that as Christians all are mindful of the need to respect others and of our responsibility to obey the laws of the land.  However, the National Executive Board has been asked to delineate this policy to provide guidelines to chapter leadership.  This policy should be added to the sponsor’s, president’s, and program director’s files.

There shall be NO alcohol at any functions hosted, planned, or supported by the Kappa Phi Club.  This is a matter of responsibility and legal liability.  This means that Kappa Phi events, social or otherwise, do not involve the use of alcohol, including activities sponsored by other organizations to which Kappa Phi is invited.  For example, if your chapter is invited to a fraternity event that will include the serving of alcohol, your chapter must decline the invitation.  You could respond by saying that you would accept the invitation if the hosts opt to not serve alcohol.  While we affirm the rights of individuals to make their own choices regarding attendance and the use of alcohol, Kappa Phi cannot assume responsibility for the potentially harmful outcomes of such events.

Furthermore, the wearing of Kappa Phi pins and letters is an honor which in turn carries responsibility.  It is expected that members will always act respectfully and appropriately, especially when displaying Kappa Phi symbols.  Therefore, if you are attending a party or other event where alcohol is served, do not wear your Kappa Phi letters or other symbols, as this could potentially lead others to believe that the Kappa Phi Club endorses such events.

A further note on individual choices to consume alcohol or not-The Kappa Phi Club is made up of women from many different backgrounds and faiths, with different views on alcohol.  In light of this, we remind you that it is legal for some members of Kappa Phi to drink alcohol and the Kappa Phi Club does not condemn this legal behavior.  However, keep in mind these words from scripture:

Ephesians 5:15-18: So be careful how you live, not as fools but as those who are wise. Make the most of every opportunity for doing good in these evil days. Don't act thoughtlessly, but try to understand what the Lord wants you to do. Don't be drunk with wine, because that will ruin your life. Instead, let the Holy Spirit fill and control you. 

Romans 14:13: …Try instead to live in such a way that you will never make your brother (or sister) stumble by letting him see you doing something he thinks is wrong.

Kappa Phi Traditions

NATIONAL TRADITIONS

The Rose Tea:

A social event held at the beginning of the fall quarter or semester to acquaint interested women with The Kappa Phi Club, the Club’s purpose, aim, and general program.  A second Rose Tea may be held at the beginning of the winter quarter or semester.

The Yule Log Service:
This service is held at the last chapter gathering before Christmas.  This program follows a ritual during which each woman receives a candle and the name of a fellow sister to whom she will write during the holiday season.

The Meal in the Upper Room:
This meal, which is eaten in silence, is observed during Lent.  It is commemorative of the spirit and celebrated in the form of the meal with Jesus took with His disciples at the close of His earthly ministry.

The Senior Farewell:

This service is a time at which graduating seniors express the meaning Kappa Phi has given them over their college experience and share their hopes for the future.

Kappa Phi Sunday:
The third Sunday in February is specially designated by the National Executive Board as a day when Kappa Phi’s can share in the worship service at their local church.

The Philitia:
The Philitia (ph(-l(’-t(-(), observed annually, is a toast to The Kappa Phi Club and its principles.  Old vows are renewed in the ceremonial drinking of the “Black Broth” (grape juice).

The Lord’s Prayer Service:
This service is a meaningful recitation of the Lord’s Prayer by candlelight, each colored candle being lighted with its coordinating verse.

National Service Week:
National Service Week occurs during the third week of October and is a time in which Kappa Phi’s are encouraged to participate in service activities in their school, church, or the larger community.

LOCAL TRADITIONS


Each active chapter enjoys special traditions unique to its membership.  Some examples are listed for you below.

Summer Planning:
A cabinet meeting designated for formulating plans and programs for the coming year.

Pledge/Active Parties:
Parties where pledges and actives become better acquainted.

Annual Retreats:
Some retreats are for the entire chapter, while others are designated for cabinet member only team-building activities.  A retreat can be scheduled for planning purposes, or its focus can be sisterhood or study, including speakers and Bible discussion groups.

Formal Dinner & Dance:
Chapter sponsor, associate sponsor and patronesses can make a dinner for the chapter, or a dinner can be catered.  Afterward a dance is held.  Members can make formal favors as a sisterhood project at a meeting before the dance. 

Special Service Project:
Some chapters have a special community service project or organization that they sponsor, perhaps a local soup kitchen, home for girls, or a child in an underdeveloped country.  Other chapters celebrate a community service week wherein members devote a specified number of hours to local service endeavors.

Other special traditions that our Chapter celebrates include the following:

Highlights of our Chapter’s history:

The Greek Alphabet
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Candle Lighting Service for Opening Each Meeting

(As candle is lighted)
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PRESIDENT:
With thoughts of Kappa Phi’s far and near I light this candle.

CHAPTER:
May its radiant glow renew within our hearts our purpose clear;

In nature like the Christ we serve,

To grow courageous, loving, kind, firm-willed and strong;

With understanding hearts and sympathy;

Pure, honest, scorning what is wrong.

Lights in the darkness, O God, help us be.

(The Chapter now joins in singing the “Kappa Phi Hymn”)

Closing Service For Each Meeting

PRESIDENT:
The light is out.

CHAPTER:
But not the light within our hearts,

We pledge anew our love and loyalty as now we part.

(The Chapter then joins in singing the “Kappa Phi Benediction”)

*ALL WILL STAND FOR BOTH THE CANDLE LIGHTING AND CLOSING SERVICES*
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